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IN THE NATIONS EYE

WTHOMPSON UNITES
AND SOUTH

Studying Problems In Candid
and VeinVIsiting Party
Saw Both Sides of Race Life In Ala

Black Bolt Valuable In
formation Gleaned at FIrst Hand

t into the chamber of the House of
kcprescatatives and ask anyone familiar

current events to point out the
uuthern member who today fills the
largest space in the National eye and his
linger will he instantly turned towards

Charles Vinston Thompson who
the Fifth District of Alabama

to your look of inquiry
Why t he will say He is the

gentleman who conducted that famous
ttnrfiressional party on a tour through
the black belt of his State and furnished
mllre actual information to the people in

wtek than an encyclopedia could have
in a month

ho is Colonel Thompson and why
hj Ile inaugurate this movement that has
trtatlc him a National issue Charles

IfhtOI1 Thompson is a Democrat and
h 11 tS at Tuskegee Ala He was born
Ii LtCt In county near Tuskeqee

30 was educated in the corn
11111 SCIIlti oi the county at the Park
High at Ala and at
Bryant Strattons Business College at
Ilthilk Ky graduating with first
hl1lr 11 married Miss Estelle AI
ky daughter of William Alley a prom
IIl1lt Republican April 29 1880

the mercantile until 1893
hen he the Bank of Tuskegee

and elected president which position
ht holds in 18g6 he was appointed
ty vernor Joseph F Johnston as a
ntnter of his staff as
attd tTcd in that capacity until the end
It hi term is a member of the lletho

a trustee of the Girls In
School of Alabama and a trus

Ire nf the Methodist District High
at in 18gB was unani

III ttlyy chosen without opposition to
the Twentysixth

1 Itflct in the Senate of Alabama
II he made a magnificent reputation

legislator and orator in 1900 be
1lnw a candidate against Willis
stutter for the Congressional nomina-
11n from the Fifth District of Alabama
and after a most bitterly contested elec
tt n was nominated by an overwhelming
m lITity and was to the Fifty

nth Congress by a majority of 7985
Irving all of the nine counties in the

except one receiving 15737
I Ie to 7782 for A J Millstead

lRn THE
as men may be in point of energy

and resource frequently some
tnglt unforeseen circumstance serves

n1 Te than all else to bring them into
tn1ersal prominence It is a peculiar
fact that notwithstanding his
record gn unusually
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EN OF THE HOURM

liON CHARLES W THOMPSON
The Able Member of Congress From Fifth District of AlabamaShe

brilliant career as a State legislator and
business factor Cot Thompson did not
catch the aroma of real fame until in a
spirit of chivalry he extended an invita-

I tion to a number of his Northern col
leagues friends to join him in a tour

I of social enjoyment and inspection
through the State of Alabama Generous
in all things himself and entertaining
only the kindliest sentiments toward the
colored people with whom he had had

Ilarge dealings lie felt keenly the shafts
of bitterness that had been hurled at

portions of his native section Pos
sessed of liberal fortune it was there
fore but natural that he should seize a
convenient opportunit to together a
coterie of Northern men who knew of
the South only by hearsa and carry

into this interesting territory both
as a means of recreation and to enable
them to gain a firsthand reliable inform-
ation concerning the conditions that ob
tain thereto study from observation
and contact the actual relations that ex
ist between the races Though several
measures of far ithporfance
touching the status of the Negro and the
South were pending in Congresc no one
who knows Thompson as he is will
accredit to him any motive in
extending the

and

some

get

them

rcachintt

Col
political

the invitation at tune the

did He felt that it would subserve the
of all concerned to throw as

much light as possible upon this dark
subject and that the hanniest way to
secure information that would be free
from partisan coloring would per
sonally conduct a party of
Northern men through the typical

of the Southland in a semisocial
way and wholly uninfluenced by argu-
ments from him permit them to see with
their own eyes both sides of the picture
and to hear with their own ears the
story of joy or sorrow from those who
lived there Cot Thompsons sole pur
nose was to bring out the truth the

I whole truth and nothing but the truth
hurt whom it may

FOUND HIMSELF FAMOUS

The ink was scarcely dry upon the
cards however before throughout the
North and in many circles of our people
a cry went up that the journey was
simply a deer laid plot on the part of
cunning Democrats to carry a car load
of Republican leaders in Congresslike

Littlefield and othersinto the most
haunts of the Negro in the

black belt point out to them time ignor
ance and degradation of the race
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SOWING AND REAPING

MAJOR DOUGLASS TELLS OF
I

OUR
G

Young Men and Women of the Negro t C

RAoe Excorleted for LAck of Enter
prise Asd SelfRespect Absurd Obse
quJousness to in Our i
Public Functions

EDITOR OF THF COLORED AMERICAN

What shall the harvest be This is the
the as it exists in Vashngton and r
question propounded regard to

16
then follows a recital of some of the

tmany grievances suffered by us at the
of our white fellow citizens It rr

reading this leading editorial of
in issue of last week I could but
feel a sense of shame for the shortcom-
ings of my own people for not one of
the evils complained of by you but what
could be remedied by had we
the disposition to do so It is one of

Iistrongest against our ahil
Ity for selfgovernment that we ninety

of us right here at the Nations
capital are dependent for every rwe eat drink and wear and for JI

suitable places for entertainments upon f

the white citizens of Washington For
our own sake I wish they would keep
us out of every theatre in Washington
from pit to dome md deny us the rental

JIof a hall for balls etc All
we seem to be able to do is to build
churches and keep a large of
our people because of the heavy
tax laid upon them to pay these

church debts which by the way t i

increase rather than diminish notwith j
standing the regular monthly rally
which takes place every Sunday in scores I
of our churches harvest will be j r
just what we sow Jealousy envy dis
cord and a lack or selfrespect Take the
Capital Samings Bank for instance an
institution many years standing op
crated by men of our own race and from 1

the day it opened its doors up to
present time has been ready to meet all
lust demands hy its depositors and yet
hough it is the only banking institution I

in Vashin ton giving employment as
cashiers tellers bookkeepers md in
fact every position requisite about a I
bank to colored men still we r
find many of our colored school

Ptdepartment clerks and our a

moneyed men md benevolent e
taking their funds to white banks

iwhere not one of their race could secur
save as a scrub In this dlS

I
crimination the fault of the whites r-

And why beholdest there the mote that
is in the brothers but considerest 1

not the beam that is in thine own eye
No Mr Editor turn your guns on time

Negro of today who is having
better for time development
of responsibilities than any of us
had

The men who organized the Washing

OontPl1ed on eighth page
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